G R O U T I N G

The grout included in this kit is sanded Kemgrout.  It’s intended for gaps up to 10 mm wide, inside or outside, and should resist cracking.  It’s available from the Tile Warehouse in lots of different colours.  This charcoal is the most versatile colour for most mosaic pieces.

INSTRUCTIONS:

If your mosaic is not an all-over design, for example, on a rock, you will need to go around with masking tape first, allowing a gap of about 

5 mm for the grout to cover the edges.  Take it off before the grout hardens completely, and use a finger or an ice-block stick to smooth the join with the rock.

1) Clean all adhesive off the face surfaces of your tiles.  Use an ice-block stick.  If your piece contains ceramic tiles, dunk it, or spray it with water first, so that the porous tiles won’t suck all the water out of the grout too fast.  Towel-dry the surface.
2) Use disposable gloves and use a dust mask.

3) Put a small amount of water into a disposable container – only about 20-30 ml.

4) Add grout one spoonful at a time and stir until it reaches the consistency of peanut butter.  (you may need to add a little more water!)

5) Let it stand for about ten minutes to allow any dry lumps to mix in, and for the chemical reaction to work through the grout.

6) Using a rubber spatula or your gloved hands, smooth the grout into all the gaps between tiles, pressing it in firmly.

7) As the grout begins to harden up, use a toothbrush to brush excess grout from the surface.  When you see the grout drying on the tile surfaces, use a soft cloth to buff the last of the grout off.
8) Grout often leaves a haze over the surface of tiles.  Use a soft cloth with some vinegar to polish up the finished mosaic.

9) If the piece is intended to go somewhere damp, the grout can be brushed with grout sealer, available from most hardware and tile stores.  We almost never use it.  It’s a total pain to get off the tiles.  
NB:  It’s ok to rinse grout off your hands and container under the tap, but don’t dispose of leftover grout down the sink.  Brush it out onto newspaper and put it out with the rubbish collection.

